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Regenerating an Historic Area in Walsall 

Catalyst for Change
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Jessup’s regeneration development at Waterfront South Walsall has 

acted as a catalyst to the re development of the whole Waterfront area 

based on the Town Wharf Arm of the Walsall Canal. Situated in Walsall 

town centre, this important historic area had fallen into dereliction. 

Jessup kick started a renaissance with apartments, housing, extra 

care facilities, an NHS Birthing unit and commercial space. Followed 

by other developers building a hotel and other leisure facilities on the 

North side of the canal.

The area has now become a proud community asset for the citizens of 

Walsall and a stimulating setting for Walsall’s iconic New Art Gallery.

Community Asset



Jessup Build Develop acquired the derelict Waterfront South 
brownfield site in 2005. Located on the South side of the Town 
Arm of the Walsall Canal adjacent to the New Art Gallery and 
within an easy walk to all town centre amenities, it represented 
an opportunity to regenerate this important part of the town 
centre with some 322 homes and commercial space as part of 
a wider canalside quarter development. 

At the same time Walsall Council were driving the planning 
of major infrastructure investment in the town with road 
improvements, new hospital, college, retail and commercial 
facilities. Development of the Waterfront area represented a 
significant aspect of this policy.

Urban context
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Site before development

Urban context



8 9

History
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1902 illustration of A.S. Smith & Sons Iron & Brass Foundry

Since the construction of the Town Arm of the Walsall Canal in 
the early part of the 19th Century the immediate area around 
the canal played an important part in the industrial development 
of Walsall. On the North side of the canal were the loading and 
unloading wharfs, indication of these can still be seen from the 
irregular shape of the canal.

The main feature of the South side was the various iron and 
brass foundries serving the town’s leather industry. Fronting 
Charles Street is the Homer Pressings building of which we have 
retained the façade. This was originally part of the A S Smith 
& Sons Iron and Brass Foundry complex, see 1902 illustration 
opposite.

The Town Arm of the canal, part of Birmingham Canal 
Navigations, lay derelict for many years. The construction of  
the New Art Gallery Walsall, a millennium project, led to a 
refurbishment of the Town Arm that terminates at the new gallery.
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Concept

From the date of the land purchase, Jessup was keen to 
make sure that the development concept to create a new 
community, complimented other surrounding schemes and 
the Local Council’s ambitious plan to regenerate and transform 
the town centre of Walsall. A strong partnership was formed 
between Jessup and the Town Council and its Regeneration 
Company, resulting in widespread research and visits to other 
urban community developments in the UK and Europe. The 
community aspects were considered in the context of Building 
for Life, major community and economic benefits, sustainability 
and other green issues.

In September 2007 the detailed concept for the whole 
development was launched at the first Jessup Lecture, 
delivered by environmentalist Professor David Bellamy at  
The New Art Gallery Walsall adjacent to the development. 

It was at this point that the UK economic situation declined 
leading to financial uncertainty and an inevitable delay in 
starting the Waterfront South Project. 

Architect Steve Faizey, Professor David Bellamy and Clive Jessup view the scale model of the development.
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HCA

The Homes and Communities Agency

During 2009 Jessup applied for Preferred Partner status with 
the Government’s Homes and Communities Agency. The 
company worked hard to pass the stringent entry requirements 
and later that year this aim was achieved. This enabled the 
company to apply for funding for the Waterfront South scheme 
under the HCA Kickstart 1 Programme. The application 
was successful and the company received a grant of £8.7m 
enabling a start to be made of Phase One of the development. 

The involvement and support of the HCA was further enhanced 
by the award of grant funding of £6.4m from the Kickstart 2 
Programme for the second and final phase of the project.

Jessup acknowledge that the HCA funding made the whole 
Waterfront South project a viable development in a difficult 
financial climate. Apart from the pure financial help, the 
company also thanks the HCA for the professional partnership, 
advice and encouragement in helping the company to proceed 
with the project to completion.

Scale model of Waterfront South
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Meet the Buyer

It was always Jessup’s intention to award as many contracts 
as possible to local companies to boost the local economy and 
encourage employment and create apprenticeships. At the 
end of 2009, the company decided to hold a ‘meet the buyer’ 
event to allow local companies to present their products and 
services to Jessup buyers. The one-day event was held at the 
new Walsall College, itself an ideal venue to demonstrate a 
resurgent Walsall.

The event was a huge success with over 200 local companies 
attending. Jessup was able to identify many new local sub 
contractors and suppliers to form the core of the awarded 
contracts.

Jessup thank the following organisations for their invaluable 
support at the event:

Walsall Council

Think Walsall

Walsall Regeneration Company

The Homes and Communities Agency

Walsall College 
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Start

A construction launch event was held in February 2010 at the 
New Art Gallery and the project formally launched by the then 
Regional Minister for the West Midlands Ian Austin MP.

A lively feature at the event was the attendance of some forty 
primary school children from the nearby Birchills Primary School 
who had worked hard to produce the contents of a time 
capsule, based on the subject of ‘Life in Walsall 2010’ to be 
buried on site during the construction phase.
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Masterplan

WAVES APARTMENTS ART SQUARE HOUSING ACCORD APARTMENTS

All Jessup developments conform to the Code 
for Sustainable Homes at various levels. At 
Waterfront South, all areas of the scheme 
are built to conform to Level 3, which means 
the new homes will deliver at least a 25% 
improvement in energy use over current 
Building Regulations.

The specification includes many innovative 
ecological features and modern methods of 
construction including improved insulation, 
sound reduction, green roofs and various 
advanced heating systems including NIBE air 
heat recovery units. All these elements have 
been trialled extensively on other Jessup 
projects.

ART ONE APARTMENTS HOMER BUILDING
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Phase 1 Programme 

Art One

The East elevation of the Art One apartments facing the New Art Gallery, 
consisting of eighty-four 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments.

Forty-one apartments have been leased to Walsall Hospital Trust and 
Jessup have retained the rest of the apartments for affordable rent.

Ground conditions beneath this part of Walsall contain 
many old limestone mine workings, which needed 
grouting prior to construction. 

The choice of a steel frame and metal decking 
construction method for the apartment blocks creates 
a composite structure which helps to keep the weight 
down compared with a precast method. Leading to a 
cost effective solution as smaller piled foundations could 
be installed. 
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Phase 1 Programme 

Art One

All 300 apartments at waterfront South are fitted with 
NIBE advanced eco technology Swedish air heat 
recovery systems, providing heating and hot water.

Today there is a greater awareness of the need to respect 
the environment and the urgent need to limit our impact 
on climate change, which leads to a growing demand for 
more sustainable products and services. This has led to a 
greater need for homes that offer reduced environmental 
impact, lower running costs and features that enhance 
health and well being. 

The Jessup homes at Waterfront South conform to these 
requirements to great effect.
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Phase 1 Programme 

Homer Building

The roadside façade of the period Homer Building was retained and the 
rear removed and rebuilt with steel framing to accommodate twenty seven 
apartments. All the apartments have been leased to Walsall Hospital Trust 
for senior medical staff.

Newly constructed rear at Homer building.
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Phase 1 Programme 

Homer Building Birthing Unit

The ground floor of the Homer building is a Midwifery Led 
Birthing Unit for Walsall NHS Trust. Jessup designed the 
internal layout and interior design of the unit and completed the 
specialist fit out in close collaboration with the Hospital Trust.

One of the birthing rooms.

Kitchen facility.

Reception Area of the Birthing Unit.
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Phase 1 Programme 

Accord Building & Art Square Houses

This five-storey building was purpose built for Accord 
Housing Group and accommodates seventeen  
1 and 2 bedroom apartments.

Hard landscape of coloured pavers enhance the 
towpath area at the end of Waterfront Boulevard, 
fronted by the Art Square houses.
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Phase 1 Programme 

Art Square

Green Sedum roofs were used on sections of the Art One 
apartments and Art Square houses.

The Art Square Housing section consists of twenty two 3, 4 and 5 
bedroom homes. All featured advanced air source heat pump systems 
providing heating and hot water. Offered in a range of tenures, from 
outright buy, Home Buy Direct and social and affordable rent in 
conjunction with Accord Housing Group.



32

Phase 2 Programme

Waves

The two Waves apartment buildings provide 164 apartments. The 
buildings feature Chameleon external wall cladding, which changes 
colour depending on the angle of sunlight and the angle viewed, 
providing a moving palette as you walk past the building. 
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Phase 2 Programme

Waves

Part of the South elevation Charles Street.

Apartments available in a range of tenures in 
conjunction with Accord Housing Group, from outright 
sale, shared ownership, intermediate rent and social 
and affordable rent.
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Phase 2 Programme

Waves

Councillor Adrian Andrew, Deputy Leader of Walsall 
Council and Cabinet Member for Regeneration 
(right), officially opened the final phase of the Waves 
Apartments and commented that the Waterfront 
South development is an outstanding addition to the 
regeneration of Walsall providing 322 much needed 
new homes. Pictured with Clive Jessup Chief Executive 
of Jessup Build Develop.
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Phase 3 Programme

Cardan Pointe

The construction of Walsall Housing Group’s Cardan Pointe 
development for the over 55s with special needs, is the final 
phase that completes the Waterfront South project.

Consisting of 44 one and two bedroom apartments all 
wheelchair accessible, Cardan Pointe also features pleasant 
communal areas on the ground floor fronting the canal.

Residents also enjoy the convenient location situated a short 
walk to the shops and town centre facilities.
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Phase 3 Programme

Cardan Pointe
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Waterfront Now

By developing the Waterfront South canalside project, 
Jessup provided the catalyst to inspire the development of 
the North side of the Town Arm of the Walsall canal. We are 
pleased that our vision has led to the creation of a pleasant 
urban environment replacing the dereliction that had blighted 
this town centre location for many years.
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Waterfront Now
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Waterfront Now
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Awards & Accolades

In 2011 Jessup Build Develop was presented with The Best Area 
Based Regeneration Award in the prestigious National Waterways 
Regeneration Awards run by the Waterways Trust, for the Waterfront 
South canalside project. Project Architects S P Faizey were also 
runners up in the Design and Construction sector of this National 
Award.

Waterfront South has been highly commended in the LABC 
Warranty’s 2012 National Awards for Excellence, in the Multistorey 
Category for buildings over five plus storeys. The Award is for the 
waves apartments the final phase of Waterfront South.

S P Faizey Architects won the 2011 Staffordshire Architectural Design 
Award for the Waterfront South Project.

S P Faizey Architects were short listed in the National Galvanizers 
Association 2012 Design Awards for the use of galvanized metal on 
balcony details. 

Clive Jessup and Steve Faizey with 
their Waterways Trust Awards.

The Jessup Ethos

n Deliver on projects

n Collaborate closely with Local Authorities

n Work in partnership with Registered Providers

n Create viable communities

n Support urban regeneration

n Team with public services  

n Utilise local suppliers and contractors 

n Keep development revenues in the local community

n Create apprenticeships and support education

n Build research based developments

n Understand community needs

n Promote Lean Production and team expertise

n Eco friendly solutions supporting a green agenda

n Encourage design and construction innovation

n Work to Codes for Sustainable Construction 

n Support Building for Life



Our thanks to all the organisations that acted in partnership 
with Jessup Build Develop to make Walsall’s Waterfront South 
community project possible. This partnership collaboration was 
vital to the successful delivery of the scheme during the most 
difficult financial climate of modern times.
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Tel: 01543 462468    www.jessupbrothers.co.uk

Design: www.jacksonbird.co.uk

Jessup Build Develop, Jessup House, Station Court,
Girton Road, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 0EJ
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Places to Live  Places to Work  Places to Thrive  Places to Enjoy


